Senior English – 2012 / 2013
Course Syllabus – Mr. Heuertz – Room 137
Overview

Following a mostly chronological order, we will employ close reading skills to analyze and evaluate imaginative texts focusing on British Literature from the Anglo-Saxons to the 20th centuries to better comprehend and enjoy these works.  In addition, we will employ reflection, discussion, research, an array of approaches to literary criticism, and a variety of writing assignments delving into literature from diverse genres to excavate defensible interpretations and deeper understandings of our reading.  

Course Description:

· During this semester, you will:

· Read a variety of types of literature – including short stories, poems, dramas, novels, as well as nonfiction pieces.

· Employ close reading skills to Analyze and Evaluate texts. 

· Incorporate reflection, discussion, research, and an array of approaches to literary criticism when composing original and thought-provoking essays that are portfolio-quality.

· Demonstrate understanding of works covered through examinations.

· Create a healthy and productive classroom community.

Course Objectives:

· This is an upper level college prep class, therefore, students will be expected to read all assigned materials, turn in all homework assignments, and demonstrate appropriate self-discipline so that the classroom environment will be suitable for learning.

· Students in this course will not only examine the texts covered in this class but will also recognize the impact of cultural, economic, political, and social environments upon their composition and reception.

· Students will read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form.  In addition to considering a work’s literary artistry. Students reflect on the social and historical values it reflects and embodies.  Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context provides a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied.  

· Students will read actively.  The works taught in the course require careful deliberative reading.  And the approach to analyzing and interpreting the material involves students in learning how to make careful observations of textual detail, establish connections among their observations, and draw from those connections a series of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion about a piece of writing’s meaning and value.  

· Students will respond to and interpret literature in different ways, using a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate these texts.

· Students will, finally, learn to revise, edit, and proofread written texts by using the writing process on all their assigned essays. 

· Writing instruction includes attention to developing and organizing ideas in clear, coherent, and persuasive language.  It includes study of the elements of style.  And it attends to matters of precision and correctness as necessary.  Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on helping students develop stylistic maturity, which is characterized by:

· A wide-ranging vocabulary used with denotative accuracy and connotative resourcefulness

· A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordinate and coordinate constructions

· A logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques of coherence such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis

· A balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail

· An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining a consistent voice, and achieving emphasis through parallelism and antithesis.
Specifics about Assignments:

Grammar:

It is an objective of our school to review all grammar during your senior year, therefore, students will have on-going grammar assignments throughout both semesters.  Mostly through summative writing assignment, students will be given feedback as to their successful use of grammatical conventions.  
Writing Assignments:

Writing about what we read is one of our most powerful tools for grappling with challenging texts.  We will, therefore, use journaling, reflection, readers’ response, research-based writing, timed essays, some creative writing, writing modeled on works studied, writing and analysis guided by applied theory, and other useful techniques both before and after studying a piece of literature to prepare to read and to analyze and to evaluate the literature we study and in process hone our abilities to investigate and communicate ideas about these works.  
Major papers and essays will be assessed using criteria and rubrics of which you will be apprised when you are given the assignment. Students will also be given instruction and feedback on sentence structure, organization, thesis evidence, tone, and voice.   
All other essays and formal papers may be rewritten and resubmitted with amendments within two days of getting teacher feedback (again, based on the established program rubrics) for a higher grade. 
Projects:

You will be expected to complete several projects, both in groups and as individuals, to demonstrate and articulate your understanding of texts, time periods, concepts, and skills.

Vocabulary:

In addition to the vocabulary you will learn from the literature we will enjoy, you are also expected to master a comprehensive list of tone words and the master list of literary elements by the end of the first semester.  Both lists and definitions will be provided for you at the beginning of first semester.  

Grading Policy

Grading Scale for 2012-2013


A  =
90 – 100%







B  =     80 – 89%


C  =     70 – 79%


D  =     60 – 69%


F  =      0 – 59%
· Grades will be calculated based on the following percentages:
· Formative Assessments:



30%

· Summative Assessments:



70%
· Late work: 
· Formative Assessments:  A deadline is a deadline.  When an assignment is given, with a due date, you are expected to get that assignment turned in on time.  Late work will only be accepted one day after the assignment is due, and it will be given at most ½ credit.

· Summative Assessments:  Each day one of these is late, 10% points will be deducted.  All Summative Assessments must be within one week of having been assigned in order to earn credit for that semester.  
Materials:

· Textbook.

· Notebook.

· Writing utensil.

· PAPER – must be lined and loose leaf.

· Any HOMEWORK due that day.

· 3x5 Cards. 

· Books checked out to you.
Classroom Expectations

1. BE RESPECTFUL

2. BE RESPONSIBLE

3. BE RELIABLE

Class Rules and Policies

· Rules and guidelines set forth in the student handbook will be followed in this class. Any student who distracts other students or the instructor interferes with the learning environment and should expect consequences. 

· Attendance: Being in class, on time, is important for student success. Anyone entering the classroom after the bell has stopped ringing is tardy. Per school policy…

· Electronic Devices: No electronic devices (cell phones, mp3 players, games, etc.) are permitted to be seen, heard, or used in the classroom at any time. 

Tentative Reading List

· Most of the readings are found in class textbook: The Language of Literature – The British Tradition (McDougal Littell).

· All other reading materials will be distributed by teacher.
Semester 1: Anglo-Saxon Literature to Neoclassical Literature.

· Anglo-Saxon Literature
· Beowulf

· Excepts from The Exeter Books

· Medieval Literature
· Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales:

· “The Prologue to The Canterbury Tales”
· “The Knight’s Tale”
· “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”
· “The Pardoner’s Tale”
· Renaissance Literature
· Elizabethan Poetry:
· Spencer: “Sonnet 1,”  “Sonnet 35,”  “Sonnet 75”  
· Sydney: “Sonnet 31,”  “Sonnet 39”
· Marlowe: “The Passionate Shepard to His Love”  
· Shakespeare: “Sonnet 29,”  “Sonnet 106,”  “Sonnet 116,”  “Sonnet 130”
· Elizabethan Drama:
· Shakespeare:
· The Tragedy of Macbeth

· The Tragedy of Hamlet

· Neoclassical Literature
· Metaphysical Poetry
· Donne: “Meditation 17,”  “Song,”  “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning,”  “Holy Sonnet 10”
· Johnson: “Song to Celia,”  “Still to Be Neat”
· Cavalier Poetry
· Marvell: “To His Coy Mistress”
· Herrick: “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time”
· Satire
· Swift: 
· Excerpt from Gulliver’s Travels

· A Modest Proposal

· Pope:
· “The Rape of the Lock”
· Excerpt from Milton’s Paradise Lost

Semester 2: Romantic Literature to Contemporary Literature.

· Romantic Literature

· Romantic Poetry:
· Blake:
· “The Chimney Sweeper”
· “The Lamb”
· “The Tyger”
· “Infant Sorrow”
· “A Poison Tree”
· Wordsworth:
· "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"

· “She Was a Phantom of Delight"

· “Lucy Gray; or Solitude”

· "To a Skylark"

· “Alice Fell”
· Coleridge:
· “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”
· “Kublai Khan”
· Shelley:
· “Ozymandias”
· Keats:
· “When I Have Fears That I May Cease to Be”
· “Ode on a Grecian Urn”
· Excerpt from Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication on the Rights of Women
· Romantic Novel:
· Mary Shelley
· Frankenstein or the Modern Prometheus
· Victorian Literature

· Victorian Poetry:
· Tennyson:
· “The Lady of Shalott”
· “Ulysses”
· “Tears, Idle Tears”
· Browning, Robert:
· “My Last Duchess”
· “Life in a Love”
· Browning, Elizabeth Barrett:
· “Sonnet 43”
· Housman:
· “To an Athlete Dying Young”
· Victorian Novel:
· Dickens:
· Excerpt from Hard Times 
· Excerpt from David Copperfield
· Contemporary Literature

· Contemporary Poetry:
· Yeats:
· “When You Are Old”
· “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”
· “The Second Coming”
· “Sailing to Byzantium”
· Eliot:
· “Journey of the Magi”
· “The Hollow Men”
· Excerpt from “The Waste Land”
· Thomas:
· “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night”
· Contemporary Short Story:
· Camus:
· “The Guest”
· Lewis:
· “The Man Born Blind”
· Lawrence:
· “The Rocking-Horse Winner”
Understanding Grades

· Every teacher has his or her own standards for evaluating student performance.  To help you understand what it takes to succeed in this class, the following outline will give you an idea of my expectations.

The “A” Student – Superior Performance

· ATTENDANCE: “A” students will maintain nearly perfect attendance.  Their commitment to class is obvious.

·  PREPARATION: “A” students have prepared for class by not only reading assigned material but also by extensively thinking about it.  Their comments in class show that they are connecting learning from past courses and class sessions with the materials currently under discussion.

· PARTICIPATION: “A” students show interest in the material and in the class.  They often ask provocative questions or make thoughtful comments.

· ATTITUDE: “A” students have a positive attitude toward learning.  They possess self-discipline, initiative, and determination.

· PERFORMANCE: “A” students have exceptional insight, which is usually evident from performance on exams, papers, and in discussions.  Their written work is stimulating and a pleasure to read.  

The “B” Student – Good Performance

· ATTENDANCE: “B” students will miss one or two days per semester, and are late to class maybe once.

· PREPARATION: “B” students almost always read the assigned material, but they haven’t always thought about it outside of class.

· PARTICIPATION: “B” students often show interest in the material and in the class, but do so inconsistently.  They frequently ask interesting questions or make thoughtful comments.

· ATTITUDE: “B” students usually have a positive attitude toward learning.  They possess a fair amount of self-discipline, initiative, and determination.

· PERFORMANCE: “B” students have good intelligence and insight, but it is not always obvious in class.  Their written work is usually very good, but it falls short of excellence.  

The “C” Student – Average Performance

· ATTENDANCE: “C” students typically miss class from time to time, and will push the tardy limit.  

· PREPARATION: “C” students usually read their assignments, but they often simply go through the motions without giving the material much thought.  They usually have difficulty making connections between different assignments.

· PARTICIPATION: “C” students voice interest in the material or in the class inconsistently.  They occasionally ask interesting questions or make thoughtful comments, but usually they only speak in class if the teacher poses a direct question.

· ATTITUDE: “C” students usually come to class without any apparent enthusiasm.  Their body language often expresses their boredom with learning.  

· PERFORMANCE: “C” students are usually intelligent, but they show signs of poor work habits (including carelessness).  Others work diligently but simply have average ability in this particular subject matter.  As a result, “C” students often obtain mediocre results on tests and papers.  

The “D” Student – Below Average Performance

· ATTENDANCE: “D” students typically are missing from class, and are often late.

· PREPARATION: “D” students have often not read their assignments.  They usually barely understand the plots of texts, and do not engage the material intellectually.

· PARTICIPATION: “D” students rarely express interest in the material or in the class.  They seldom ask interesting questions or make thoughtful comments.

· ATTITUDE: “D” students generally convey a negative attitude toward learning and / or the material being studied.  

· PERFORMANCE: For any number of reasons, “D” students perform only fairly in class and earn poor grades on papers and on tests.  
The “F” Student – No Performance

· Fails to perform adequately in all or most of the above areas.
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